G. M., FEMALE, aged 2 years, had suffered from rickets. Three months ago a discrete eruption began to appear, which has proved to be psoriasis. About the same time the right thumb began to contract. There has been no pain and no other joint affected. The terminal phalanx of the right thumb is obviously flexed on the proximal and cannot be fully extended. A skiagram, by Dr. Ironside Bruce, shows that there is no alteration in the structure or outlines of the bones to suggest a reason for the alteration in the function of the joint. The flexor tendons of the thumb are apparently shortened, and have undergone some fibrosis.
The interest in the case lies in the gradual painless development of a partial flexion of the right thumb, associated with a psoriasis, in a child of 2 years.
Mr. FITZWILLIAMS said it was difficult to know what the connexion could be between psoriasis and the flexion of the thumb, though the one seemed to have followed the other. The condition was due to an adhesion of the long flexor of the thumb to its sheath, opposite the base of the first phalanx of the thumb. On attempting to extend the thumb the tendon became tense as far as that point, and remained perfectly lax beyond it. He thought the condition must have been set up by some slight injury or some inflammatory condition which had caused an adhesion to the thecal sheath. He thought that if extension was made and the adhesion freed and kept free by movements, then the use of the thumb would be recovered. The deformity in no way interferes with the activity of the patients and was first discovered in the eldest child when brought to the hospital to be passed for admission to a convalescent home.
Dr. JOHN THOMSON (Edinburgh) said that within the last few weeks he had made the acquaintance of a similar family, consisting of father, mother, and nine children. The mother and five of the children showed complete absence of both patelle and deformity of all the finger-nails and toe-nails. The father and the four other children were quite normal as to patelle and nails. The mother showed some slight inability to straighten her right elbow completely, and she could not fully supinate her right forearm. That was a deformity which was present in two of Dr. Firth's cases. The sixth child had also congenital ptosis and paralysis of the internal rectus, which apparently was due to defective development of the third nucleus. This class of case was very interesting, especially in connexion with the obscure but apparently certain relationship between the development of the nails and that of the patelle.
